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LES B&I 2026 ANNUAL CONFERENCE  

PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME (as of 26 August) 
THURSDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER 2026 

 
 
 
 
 

09.00 – 09.20 REGISTRATION WITH TEA/COFFEE 
 

09.20 – 09.25 LES BRITAIN & IRELAND PRESIDENT’S WELCOME 
Dr Samantha Williams – Senior Licensing Manager, Trinity College Dublin 
 

09.25 – 09.45 LES INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT’S WELCOME & KEYNOTE 
Ningling Wang - Partner, Finnegan 
 

09.45 – 10.05 KEYNOTE: Knowledge Asset Commercialisation – what lies behind the Rose Book 
This presentation will include an overview of the Government Office for Technology Transfer, 
including its evolution and strategic direction. The ecosystem in which it operates and its fit with 
government strategy for innovation and growth will also be discussed. 
 

Alison Campbell, OBE PhD RTTP – CEO, Government Office for Technology Transfer (GOTT) 
 

10.05 – 10.40 SESSION:  Topical Areas of Interest in Commercialising Life Science Technologies 
 

Speaker:      Mark Wilson - Principal, Strategic Technology Bioconsulting 
Moderator: Anji Miller - Senior Academic Engagement Partner, LifeArc 
                    

10.40 – 11.05 TEA/COFFEE BREAK 
 

11.05 – 11.45 SESSION: Opportunities and Challenges in IP Dispute Resolution – considering the 
alternatives 
 

Speakers:   Stephanie Kay - Managing Associate, Lewis Silkin 
                          Tom Oliver - Partner, Powell Gilbert 
 

11.45 – 12.25 
 

SESSION: When T-Rex Enters the IP Chess Game: Strategy, Survival and the Next Move 
In a rapidly fragmenting global economy, innovation and intellectual property are increasingly 
shaped by regional protectionism, shifting economic alliances, and competing visions of 
technological sovereignty. As governments and industries around the world prioritise domestic 
control of key technologies—from AI and cloud computing to green energy and life sciences—
traditional “one-size-fits-all” global IP strategies may be reaching their limits. 
 

This panel explores whether forward-thinking IP management can still rely on traditional 
frameworks, or whether the future requires a complete re-engineering of how we predict, 
structure, and execute IP strategies. 
 

Speakers:   Cassandra Derham – Head of IP, Amadeus 
                          Jenny Epworth – Senior IP Counsel, formerly Farrow & Ball / QinetiQ 
                          Roya Ghafele – Managing Director, OxFirst 
                          Nikos Minas – Global IP Counsel / Corporate Secretary, Wesco 
Moderator: Karl Barnfather – Chair, Barnfather IP 
 

12.25 – 13.35 LUNCH 
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13.35 – 14.10 KEYNOTE: TBC 
 

14.10 – 14.50 SESSION: IP Risk Management in M&A and Transactions - how insurance is a tool for 
effective risk transfer 
M&A insurance (called W&I (or reps & warranty in the US)) is now a feature of the majority of M&A 
transactions which take place each year. Corporate lawyers will be very familiar with these 
policies; transactional IP lawyers and patent/TM attorneys much less so. The panel will discuss 
how insurance should become a feature of many more discussions between commercial IP 
specialists and their clients when approaching transaction risk management across a range of 
commercial transactions including but not limited to M&A. The panel will evaluate the 
opportunities for insurance to help unblock ‘transaction roadblocks’ and the mechanisms that 
can be employed – including coverage for unknown and undisclosed risks as well as those which 
are specifically identified, the latter being risks where traditionally policies may not respond.  
 

Speakers:   Simon Chalkley – Senior Principal, Icen Risk 
                          Lewis Parle – SVP Head of IP Risk, Lockton 
Moderator: Hayley French – CEO, Domainex  
 

14.50 – 15.30 
 

SESSION: Navigating the Opportunities of AI Replicas in Sports and Entertainment 
As AI-generated digital replicas become increasingly sophisticated, they are reshaping how 
image and personality rights are protected and monetised. This panel will explore emerging IP 
protection strategies, proposed UK Government reforms, and the opportunities AI replicas 
create across sport and entertainment, alongside the key legal and commercial issues involved 
in licensing and exploiting these assets. 
 

Speakers:  Tom Collins - Managing Associate, Stevens & Bolton 
                         Jules Love – Co-Founder, Sparks AI 
Moderator: Charlotte Tillett - Partner, Stevens & Bolton 
 

15.30 – 15.55 TEA/COFFEE BREAK 
 

15.55 – 16.35 SESSION: The Challenge of AI to Conventional Contractual Terms in Technology 
Collaborations and Licensing 
The advent of AI, particularly Machine Learning and LLMs as part of base technology for 
commercial enterprise has created significant opportunities for businesses, but has also led to 
an increased complexity when dealing with important rights and restrictions within technology 
agreements and licensing in particular.  With extensive experience across sectors including 
DeepTech, Software, Creative, Life Sciences and Advanced Materials, the panel will consider the 
impact these technologies are having on IP Ownership, (non-personal) Data Rights and accuracy 
considerations, Field of use restrictions and confidentiality in particular, and broader 
considerations on warranties and liability for the use of ML and LLMs. 
 

Speakers: Roch Glowacki – Partner, Lewis Silkin 
                        Dave Holt – Partner, Potter Clarkson 
                        Amritjot Jethwa - Partner & Head of IP Transactions, Appleyard Lees 
 

16.35 – 17.00 SESSION: Don't Get Me Started! The Untapped Potential of Licensing in Startups 
This session will provide insight on Stanley’s experience in scaling chemicals/materials 
innovations through a licensing-based approach to commercialisation. Xampla is a particular 
success story, which was developed from lab scale to 10,000t/year of production, and he has 
experience working with European, American, and Asian licensees to support growth.   
 

The discussion will include an evaluation of how unfamiliar many startups are with licensing as 
a business model and how their opportunity for growth can be supported by a trusted legal 
partner with licensing expertise. Stanley will also evaluate the challenges faced by those startup 
entities when legal professionals are not adapting their working style to match, and what 
professionals can do differently to work better with startups compared to other more established 
clients. 
 

Speaker: Stanley Mitchell – Director, Contemporary Futures 
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17.00 - 17.05 CLOSING ADDRESS 
 

17.05 – 18.00 NETWORKING DRINKS 
 

18.30 DINNER AT BANKSIDE HOTEL (OPTIONAL ADD-ON) 
 

 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 

LES BRITAIN & IRELAND PRESIDENT’S WELCOME
 

 
DR SAMANTHA WILLIAMS – Senior Licensing Manager, Trinity College 
Dublin 
 
Dr Samantha Williams, RTTP began her career as a research scientist within 
industry at Unilever Research after completing a D.Phil. in Biochemistry at the 
University of Oxford. She then joined the Medical Research Council’s Technology 
Transfer Group based in London and now has over 20 years’ experience in both 
the UK and Ireland in the successful commercialisation of intellectual property 
arising in the academic sector. She has been Licensing Manager within Trinity 
College Dublin, since 2017 and is responsible for managing Trinity’s existing 
intellectual property licence agreements and negotiating new licences to 

established companies and to Trinity’s growing and successful portfolio of spin-out companies. 
 

LES INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT’S WELCOME & KEYNOTE
 

 
NINGLING WANG - Partner, Finnegan 

 
Ningling Wang, Managing Partner of Finnegan Shanghai office, has over 20 years 
of experience in various intellectual property fields. Her practice involves patent 
prosecution, opinions, due diligence, client counseling, licensing, and patent 
litigation in the areas of chemicals, chemical engineering, pharmaceuticals, 
medical devices, semiconductor materials, 3D printing, and nanotechnology. 
Ningling has extensive experience working with multinational and Chinese 
companies, providing legal advice on IP portfolio management, due diligence, 
licensing, litigation, and trade secret protection and enforcement. She has been 
involved in various cases before the U.S. International Trade Commission (ITC) 
and U.S. district courts. She also has represented companies with IP enforcement in China, including judicial and 
customs enforcement actions. Ningling has been recognized by Intellectual Asset Management as a leader in 
patent transactions in China, as well as for patent prosecution. She was named a top IP strategist in the IAM 
Strategy 300 list, which identifies individuals who are leading the way in the development and implementation of 
strategies that maximize the value of IP portfolios. World Intellectual Property Review named Ningling as a WIPR 
Leader for patents in China. 
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ALISON CAMPBELL, OBE PHD RTTP – CEO, Government Office for Technology Transfer (GOTT) 

 
Alison Campbell is CEO of the Government Office for Technology Transfer 
(GOTT) where she leads a multi-disciplinary policy and delivery team. She has 
special responsibility for the government backed UKI2S seed fund, leading on 
behalf of the Special Partners in the fund. Alison is a member of the Advisory 
Board of TenU (an association of the leading UK, EU and US university 
commercialisation offices), Chair of the Advisory Board for the Future Worlds 
tech accelerator at the University of Southampton and Chair of the Innovation 
Committee of the Royal College of Surgeons Ireland (RCSI). She serves on the 
Council (governing board) of the University of Liverpool and is also a member 
of its Finance & Resources Committee and Enterprise Board. Previously, Alison 
spent nine years as Director of Knowledge Transfer Ireland (KTI), developing 
the national office responsible for policy, practice, and the performance of the 

Irish knowledge & technology transfer (KTT) system. Prior to this she led technology transfer and research support 
at King’s College London and worked in research commercialisation at the Medical Research Council’s technology 
transfer company (MRCT) where she progressed to lead the company. She started her career in the biotech 
industry. She has contributed widely to the KTT profession. She is Past Chair of the Board at AUTM and a founder 
and Past Chair of ATTP, the body that sets the global standards for the profession. Alison helped found Praxis (now 
KEUK), the UK professional body of knowledge exchange practitioners. In 2018, she received the Global University 
Venturing Lifetime Achievement Award. She was awarded an OBE in 2010 in recognition of her contribution to 
Knowledge Transfer. 
 
 
 

SESSION:  Topical Areas of Interest in Commercialising Life 
Science Technologies

  

MARK WILSON - Principal, Strategic Technology Bioconsulting 

 
Mark Wilson is a consultant in the field of technology commercialisation, 
with twenty-five years’ experience of developing, commercialising and 
licensing novel technologies in the pharmaceutical industry. Over the last 
five years, he has acted as a strategic adviser or interim business 
development director for a number of European biotech firms, has worked 
as the senior industry consultant for the UK Government’s Better Health 
Programme, supporting bilateral government-level health system 
development activities in Brazil, Mexico, South Africa and SE Asia, and has 
provided commercialisation advice to several major European public bodies 
and programmes (such as European Institute of Technology - Health and the 
EU’s accelerator programme, Invest Horizon). He has acted as an expert on corporate venturing practices for the 
IP Directorate of the European Commission, has provided strategic advice or support to technology incubators in 
Belgium, Portugal and Italy, and routinely coaches and mentors a number of early-stage biotech and med tech 
companies from across Europe. 
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ANJI MILLER - Senior Academic Engagement Partner, LifeArc  

 
Anji is a senior innovation professional with over 20 years’ experience translating early stage academic research 
into real world impact within the life sciences. She brings extensive expertise in intellectual property strategy and 

execution, including licensing, strategic partnerships, funding, business 
development, and the management of healthcare technology portfolios, 
alongside the development of knowledge transfer policy and practice. A strong 
advocate for professional development in technology transfer, Anji leverages 
her deep experience in translational research, IP protection and management, 
licensing, and company formation to train and empower emerging innovation 
professionals. At LifeArc, she leads the organisation’s global translational 
education, training, and skills agenda. She is Programme Director for LifeArc’s 
Translational Skills Fellowship programmes and leads LifeArc’s contribution to 
the Innovation Hubs for Gene Therapies skills strategy, with additional 
leadership responsibility across selected projects within LifeArc’s translational 

portfolio. 
 

SESSION: Opportunities and Challenges in IP Dispute 
 

STEPHANIE KAY - Managing Associate, Lewis Silkin 
 

Stephanie specialises in IP disputes and her work concerns the protection, 
exploitation, and enforcement of the full range of intellectual property rights; 
trademarks, patents, copyright, moral rights, design, and confidential 
information – with clients in creative industries, technology, retail and medical. 
She advises clients at all stages of the litigation lifecycle on UK and cross-border 
disputes, in the UK IPEC, High Court, and Court of Appeal. She has experience 
advising on domain name ownership and website issues, including Nominet’s 
Dispute Resolution Service and UDRP/URS applications to obtain transfer of 
infringing domain names. She also advises businesses on IP issues such as 
advertising campaigns and management of trademark portfolios within the 
UKIPO and EUIPO regimes.  

 TOM OLIVER - Partner, Powell Gilbert 

 
Tom Oliver is a partner at Powell Gilbert, a specialist European IP firm. Tom 
specialises in complex intellectual property litigation and arbitration, licence 
disputes and strategic counselling. He has an international practice, with 
extensive experience in devising multi-jurisdictional patent litigation strategies 
and co-ordinating legal teams across Europe, Asia and North America. With an 
academic background in chemistry and biochemistry Tom is well suited to 
handle complex life science disputes and has advised clients in a variety of 
disputes concerning biotechnology, pharmaceuticals and medical devices. 
However, Tom also acts for clients spanning a wide range of industry sectors 
and technologies, including the determination of FRAND rates for standards 

essential patents. Tom also has extensive experience in resolving contractual intellectual property licence disputes, 
including through arbitration under LCIA and ICC rules. In addition to considerable experience before the English 
courts, Tom represented clients in several of the first cases brought in the UPC.
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Survival and the Next Move
 

CASSANDRA DERHAM – Head of IP, Amadeus 

 
 Cassandra Derham started her IP career over twenty years ago and qualified 
as a European Patent Attorney (EPA) and Chartered Patent Attorney (CPA) in 
private practice in London, building on a Masters in Physics with Medical 
Physics from the University of Bristol. After nearly a decade in and around 
Gray’s Inn, Mrs Derham moved from private practice to industry, which has 
taken her from the South East of England (in high-tech) to the South East of 
France, where she works for Amadeus, a travel technology company. Mrs 
Derham is the head of Intellectual Property, overseeing teams looking after all 
aspects of IP in Amadeus from M&A to patent portfolio building. When not 
protecting the IP rights around computer-implemented inventions, Mrs Derham enjoys the offerings of the French 
Riviera including hiking, cycling, skiing, building sandcastles with her children and martial arts. 
 

JENNY EPWORTH – Senior IP Counsel, formerly Farrow & Ball / 

QinetiQ 
 
Jenny Epworth (Senior IP Counsel) is an in-house lawyer specialising in 
innovation, IP, digital risk and technology commercialisation, with extensive 
experience supporting global organisations across engineering, advanced 
technology, consumer brands and knowledge-led sectors. Jenny advises 
businesses on how to protect, commercialise and responsibly deploy 
innovation: helping senior leaders, product teams, engineers, scientists, 
marketers and commercial stakeholders balance ambition with legal, 
governance and ethical risk. Across her in-house roles, she has promoted 

legal frameworks that enable organisations to innovate confidently: whether launching new products, scaling 
proprietary technologies, protecting global brands or navigating unfamiliar technical and regulatory landscapes. 

ROYA GHAFELE – Managing Director, OxFirst

 
Professor Roya Ghafele is the founder and Managing Director of OxFirst,  an 
award-winning law and economics consultancy specialised in the valuation 
of patents, copyright and other forms of Intellectual Property Rights for 
litigation, licensing, investment and sales purposes. Her economic 
assessments have also found application in transfer pricing and IP 
management. Professor Ghafele has worked as an Economist in the seminal 
case Unwired Planet vs Huawei at the Supreme Court of England and Wales. 
She also worked as an economic expert at the Supreme Court of British 
Columbia in Canada. She also testified on the economics of IP and 
Competition Law at the High Court of England and Wales, the Regional 
Court of Munich, the Regional Court of Mannheim in Germany, as well as 
with the Paris Tribunal in France. She also testified several times on IP matters at the European Parliament, the 
European Commission and the UK Intellectual Property Office. In addition, her economic assessments have also 
supported policy decisions, both at the national and international level. Professor Ghafele has more than seventy 
scientific publications to her name and presented at more than 100 conferences in IP and Competition around the 
world. 
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 NIKOS MINAS – Global IP Counsel / Corporate Secretary, Wesco 

Dr. Nikos Minas leads the global IP function at WESCO, overseeing all aspects 
of intellectual property, from innovation protection and trade secrets to 
brand strategy and M&A. He also leads the company’s Legal AI practice and 
is a core member of its AI Council, shaping how AI is embedded across legal 
and business operations. His work focuses on integrating IP into innovation, 
product development, and investment strategy, positioning IP as a driver for 
growth and competitive advantage. Nikos holds a PhD in Electronics 
Engineering and has worked on advanced semiconductor technologies that 
underpin today’s AI ecosystem. He is also a certified patent attorney. 
 

 
 

KARL BARNFATHER – Chair, Barnfather IP

Karl Barnfather has several passions in life beside his family. Chief among 
them is his desire for innovators to reap maximum reward from their 
creativity through use of the IP system. He is a European Patent Attorney 
with vast experience representing multinational through to University 
startup enterprises in the HighTech sector - particularly in software and AI 
innovation. Karl is proud to assist LESi in its mission of “Advancing the 
business of IP globally”. Karl focuses his practice on achieving commercially 
valuable IP outcomes for all his clients - especially in the difficult field of 
software related innovation where patentability/eligibility can be 
significant as well as the conflicting possibility of trade secrets. Karl brings many years of experience in achieving 
optimal outcomes for high-tech innovator clients and continues to relish engaging in the challenges they bring on 
a daily basis. 

KEYNOTE: TBC
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insurance is a tool for effective risk transfer
 

SIMON CHALKLEY – Senior Principal, Icen Risk 
 

A former President of LES Britain & Ireland, Simon brings over 35 years of 
respected legal expertise in the field of commercial IP and strategy. A 
seasoned specialist in licensing and IP transactions, he has advised clients 
across a remarkably diverse range of industries over his career — from 
video games and fashion & luxury to consumer electronics, software, 
construction, and engineering to name a few — spanning the full spectrum 
of IP rights.  He has been long recognised in leading peer review guides for 
his legal work and is listed in the IAM Strategy 300 World’s Leading 
Strategists. Simon has held partnership roles at leading law firms as well as 
co-founding his own boutique IP law firm, in addition to GC roles. In 2020, 
he initiated a 'multi-portfolio' approach to his career, developing an expertise in the underwriting of IP risks in 
M&A and other commercial transactions. Since 2024, Simon has served as Senior Principal – IP at Icen Risk, a 
leading MGA (Managing General Agent) specialising at the forefront of a rapidly evolving global market for 
transaction insurance (covering W&I/R&W, tax, IP, and contingent risks) with offices based in London, mainland 
Europe and the US. 

 
LEWIS PARLE – SVP Head of IP Risk, Lockton
 
 
Lewis Parle heads the Intellectual Property (IP) Practice at global insurance 
broker Lockton. He advises clients on IP risks and designs and places 
specialist insurance solutions that cover the entire IP life cycle, from 
ideation through to M&A. Previously, he established a transactional IP 
underwriting practice at Icen Risk and underwrote specialist IP and M&A 
products for CFC Underwriting. Lewis is a solicitor and was called to the Bar 
of England and Wales. 
 
 

 

 

HAYLEY FRENCH – CEO, Domainex 

 
Hayley French is CEO of Domainex Limited, a UK drug discovery CRO. 
She has over twenty five years’ experience in commercial and legal 
roles in the life sciences sector. Hayley was former Chief Executive 
Officer of Apitope Technology NV which was acquired by Worg 
Pharmaceuticals in September 2021. Prior to joining Apitope, Dr 
French spent three years at Novartis, based at the Basel 
headquarters, where she worked closely on all global deals and 
collaborations in the respiratory division. Prior to Novartis, Dr French 
worked in the Life Sciences Group of Bird & Bird, London, specialising 
in advising pharmaceutical and biotech companies. Prior to joining 
Bird & Bird, she was Head of Commercial Legal Affairs at the Centre for Applied Microbiology and Research 
(CAMR) in Salisbury, UK. Dr French started her career at University College London Ventures where she was 
responsible for the development, management and commercialisation of technologies in the life sciences 
sector. She is past president of LES Britain & Ireland, and a past board member of LESI. Dr French has a B.Sc. 
in Microbiology from the University of Liverpool, as well as a PhD in Microbiology and a M.Sc. in intellectual 
property from the University of London and is a certified licensing professional (CLP). Hayley is also a venture 
partner for Vesalius Biocapital and chair of Octiocor Limited. 
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SESSION: Navigating the Opportunities of AI Replicas in 
Sports and Entertainment

 
TOM COLLINS - Managing Associate, Stevens & Bolton 
 
Tom Collins is a Managing Associate in the IP team at Stevens & Bolton 
LLP. Tom advises clients on the full spectrum of IP matters, with a focus 
on infringement and ownership disputes, licensing transactions, and IP 
protection strategies. He has particular expertise advising clients in the 
sport, media and entertainment sectors and he is co-head of the firm’s 
sport practice. 
 
 

 
JULES LOVE – Co-Founder, Sparks AI 

 
Jules Love is one of the leading experts on generative AI in the creative 
sector. He is the co-founder of Spark AI , a UK-based consultancy that 
helps agencies and marketing teams embed generative AI, and author of 
the bestselling book Shift - AI for Agencies , published by Rethink Press. 
Since launching in 2024, Spark has grown to a team of twenty and worked 
with more than seventy creative businesses, from independent branding 
studios to networked agencies and global in-house teams. Spark’s 12-
week AI Accelerator programme is the most comprehensive AI 
transformation programme for agencies anywhere. Before starting Spark, 
Jules worked at Accenture for 8 years, advising marketing teams for blue-chip clients. He then spent fifteen 
years as an advertising photographer , collaborating with top agencies and shooting campaigns around the 
world. Today, he brings that creative and commercial experience together with a deep understanding of AI. 
He has studied Applied Generative AI at MIT , teaches AI Strategy at Oxford University’s Said Business School, 
regularly speaks on the global stage, and has been named one of BIMA’s 100 most influential people in digital 
and tech two years running. 
 
 

 
CHARLOTTE TILLETT - Partner, Stevens & Bolton 
 
 

Charlotte Tillett is a Partner in the IP team at Stevens & Bolton LLP. Her 
practice focuses on advising global brands and start-ups on complex 
IP licensing, collaborations, IP restructuring, and transactional work 
across a range of sectors. Charlotte heads the firm’s International 
Practice Group and she is also an Officer and Vice Chair of the IBA 
Healthcare & Life Sciences Committee, with much of her work having 
a significant international aspect. 
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SESSION: The Challenge of AI to Conventional Contractual 

 

ROCH GLOWACKI – Partner, Lewis Silkin 

Roch is a Managing Associate in the Digital, Creative and Commerce 
team at Lewis Silkin in London. Roch’s practice primarily focuses on 
advising companies on a wide range of projects involving digital media 
and new technologies, with particular focus on artificial intelligence. He 
has previously completed secondments with prominent media and tech 
industry companies, including Bauer Media, ITV and Amazon Web 
Services. He has recently worked with the Centre for AI and Digital Policy 
in Washington, contributing to their report on Artificial Intelligence and 
Democratic Values, and with the IAPP on their AI Governance 
Professional Handbook. In 2024, he was also involved in drafting the UK 
Society for Computers & Law (SCL)’s EU AI Act Contractual Clauses.  
Roch gives guest lectures on AI at King’s College London and is a regular contributor on tech-related topics 
to industry publications in US, UK and Poland. He is also listed as a Key Lawyer across three categories - 
“Artificial Intelligence”, “Commercial Contracts” and “TMT: IT and Telco” categories in the Legal500 
directory. 

DAVE HOLT – Partner, Potter Clarkson 
 

Dave is a Partner (IP Solicitor) in Potter Clarkson’s Litigation & Licensing 
team.  Dave specialises in non-contentious intellectual property law, with 
historic experience in significant contentious patent matters. He specialises in 
the Life Sciences, biotechnology and synthetic biology, as well as industrial 
chemistry.  Dave has specific experience working with platform technologies 
for diagnostics, Machine Learning platforms for optimisation of therapeutics, 
proteins and biomanufacturing, in silico models for clinical trials, and 
personalised medicine including development of organoids.  His practice 
includes drafting highly complex, multi-jurisdictional agreements including 
licensing arrangements, research and development agreements and complex 
collaboration agreements, as well as providing commercially focussed IP 

strategy advice for his clients. Prior to joining Potter Clarkson in April 2018, Dave trained and qualified at a leading 
national law firm before spending a period as Assistant General Counsel at Unidays Ltd - the world’s largest student 
affinity network, managing its IP portfolio, agreements and international expansion, which included negotiating 
agreements and supporting the production of creative content (including influencer agreements) for international 
partners. 

AMRITJOT JETHWA - Partner & Head of IP Transactions, 
Appleyard Lees

Amrit is a Partner (IP Solicitor) and Head of IP Transactions at Appleyard 
Lees, a leading UK IP law firm. She specialises in drafting and negotiating 
complex technology in-licensing, exclusive out-licensing, and bespoke 
collaboration agreements, with particular experience structuring 
agreements for AI-led platforms, including questions of IP ownership 
over AI-generated outputs, treatment of training data and know-how, 
and allocation of risk and liability where conventional licensing 
frameworks were not built with AI in mind. Her clients range from 
founder-CEO start-ups and equity-backed early-stage technology 
companies to SMEs, universities and their tech transfer offices, multinational pharmaceutical and 
technology businesses, and government departments, spanning sectors including life sciences, 
biotechnology, diagnostics and AI-based platforms. Amrit brings a practical, transactional perspective to 
how licensing and collaboration terms are having to evolve in response to AI, drawing on direct experience. 
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SESSION: Don't Get Me Started! The Untapped Potential of 
Licensing in Startups 

. 
Stanley Mitchell – Director, Contemporary Futures

With a background in Biochemistry, Stanley Mitchell has built a career 
commercialising novel technologies across life-sciences, materials, and 
chemistry. Having worked in consultancy, supporting major 
multinationals on M&A transactions and technology acquisition 
strategies, he became the commercial lead of Cambridge spinout 
Xampla. There he grew the business with global partnerships and 
licenses, scaling their novel protein material from lab-scale to annual 
production capacity in the kilotons. Today, Stanley works with a global 
portfolio of startups through Contemporary Futures, providing targeted 
commercial support and strategic guidance.  

 

 

 

Thank you to our sponsors: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our hosts: 

 

 


